
CITY OF BOSTON 
IN CITY COUNCIL 

 
ORDER OF CITY COUNCILOR MATT O’MALLEY 

 
WHEREAS:  The City of Boston is committed to combating global climate change by reducing 

reliance on fossil fuels and achieving carbon neutrality by 2050; and 
 

WHEREAS: The residential sector discards 240,000 tons of materials annually, and 50,000 tons of 
which is diverted from disposal for recycling and composting; and 

 
WHEREAS:  City-run curbside composting programs exist in over 100 cities in the United States, and 

 

WHEREAS:  Boston's current recycling rate is 25% and at least 75% of what is disposed as trash is 
potentially recyclable or compostable, including paper, plastic, metals, glass, textiles, 
food, food-soiled paper, plant debris, wood and soils; and 

 
WHEREAS:  The cost of recycling has increased significantly due to China's stricter standards on the 

quality of the products they will buy, which as of last year, was where 80-90% of Greater 
Boston’s recycled materials were imported, and now the “National Sword” policy 
prohibits that contamination be more than 0.5%; and 

 
WHEREAS:  Recycling costs in Boston have increased from $35 to $150 a ton and its program rose 

from $200,000 to $2 million; and 
 
WHEREAS:  Municipalities in Western Massachusetts have considered canceling their recycling 

programs due to the financial impact; and 

 

WHEREAS:  In June 2019, Mayor Martin Walsh announced Boston's zero waste plan to reduce trash 
and increase recycling and composting by 638,000 tons per year and will increase 
Boston's current recycling rate to 80 percent by 2035; and 

 

WHEREAS:  Zero waste initiatives included in the plan are a pilot of curbside composting program and 
a curbside textile recycling program; and 

 

WHEREAS:  Resolving this recycling crisis will require implementing innovative strategies that 
addresses producer responsibility and building a sustainable infrastructure that promotes 
zero waste; and THEREFORE BE IT 

 
ORDERED:  That the Boston City Council, hereby assembled, orders a hearing on recycling, 

composting, and reducing trash in the City of Boston. Representatives from the 
Environment, Energy, and Open Space Department, Public Works Department, 
Conservation Law Foundation, and other interested parties shall be invited to attend. 

 
Filed in City Council: January 26, 2020 


